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AF-SCREEN the year in reviewAF-SCREEN the year in review
 Membership has grown 115  143

 More countries represented

 Goals achieved
- Symposia, talks at major meetings

- Consensus document

 Another AF-SCREEN meeting > 1/3 members attending

 What do we do next ?
- Plan large studies and combine

- What else ?



AF-SCREEN – 143 Professionally diverse membersAF-SCREEN – 143 Professionally diverse members

 Cardiologists both general and EP

 Stroke neurologists

 General practitioners, general physicians, geriatricians, sleep 
physicians

 Nurses, Pharmacists, Physiotherapists

 Epidemiologists, Health economists

 Patient organisations



AF-SCREEN - Geographically diverseAF-SCREEN - Geographically diverse

 Now 35 countries







Conference symposia, talksConference symposia, talks
 HRC Birmingham Oct 2016

- Symposium on screening sponsored by AA/AFA

- Award





Conference symposia, talksConference symposia, talks
 HRC Birmingham Oct 2016

- Symposium on screening sponsored by AA/AFA

- Award

 AHA 2016
- Joint symposium AHA/AF-SCREEN, all speakers 

members



Conference symposia, talksConference symposia, talks
 ESC 2017 – no complete symposia as 

suggested, but elements remain in parts of 
other symposia
- Need to keep working  on this

- Late breaking trial and registry – a first at this ESC

- Many presentations





Conference symposia, talksConference symposia, talks
 AHA 2017 – joint symposium run again

- Sunday, November 12, 2017, 8:00 am - 9:15 am

- All 4 speakers and moderators are AF SCREEN 
members

- 2 abstracts on screening (at least)



AHA Symposium 2017AHA Symposium 2017

 John Camm, Taya Glotzer co-chairs

 Rationale for Screening Ben Freedman
 Single Time Point Screening Rob Tieleman
 Brief Intermittent or Continuous Monitoring?  Jeff Healey
 Do We Need a Large Outcome Study to Convince National 

Screening Committees? Renate Schnabel 



Conference symposia, talksConference symposia, talks
 Little or no success with …

- Stroke congresses – world, American, European

- Heart Rhythm Society USA

- ?? EHRA

- ?? General practice societies



ROME ESC 2016 AF-SCREEN meeting



AF-SCREEN Consensus documentAF-SCREEN Consensus document
 60 co-authors divided into groups to write 18 

sections

 Each section to have draft recommendation

 Executive the steering committee selected top 
recommendations – finally 7

 Discussion then secret voting at consensus 
meeting pre ESC. Recommendations 
reworded

 All members voted:  85% for consensus



Circ Supplementary materialCirc Supplementary material

 Voting results are shown there



Supplementary material   VOTING 105/115Supplementary material   VOTING 105/115

1. Screen detected AF high enough risk to justify Rx 98% 

2. Single timepoint screening recommended > 65 93%

3. 2 weeks BID screening > 75 or high risk 86%

4. Longer term monitoring after ESUS 92%

5. Setting individualized linked to Rx – health care, country 99%

6. Many technologies  - handheld ECG preferred 93%

7. Large RCT with hard endpoints needed 97%



Supplementary materialSupplementary material
 Voting on key points  and Delphi process

- Could not use the word consensus
 AF incidence and future projections

 Consequences of AF other than stroke

 Secondary AF (with other major illness)

 Arguments against screening and AF-SCREEN response

Country profiles
 Full list of references





Total = 115
NB 105 voted
Total = 115

NB 105 voted







EHRA Consensus document Mairesse et al 
Europace online 2017

EHRA Consensus document Mairesse et al 
Europace online 2017



AF-SCREEN white paperAF-SCREEN white paper



AF-SCREEN white paper - ConclusionsAF-SCREEN white paper - Conclusions



This meeting - programThis meeting - program
 Setting the scene – moving the field forward

- Jeff Healey

 Review studies – ongoing and planned
- Mårten Rosenqvist

 Statistical and data considerations re pooling
- Shrikant Bangdiwala

 Implementation workshop
- Ben Freedman



This meeting - programThis meeting - program
 What the authorities want

- Jonathan Mant

 Review studies – ongoing and planned
- Mårten Rosenqvist

 The future
- Meetings, Congresses, Symposia

- Screening surveys,  post-stroke screening white paper, 
interest groups (pharmacy, indigenous etc), screening 
bibliography, list of studies,  ?????



AF-SCREENAF-SCREEN
Small organization of enthusiasts

- Jeff Healey, Mårten Rosenqvist, Ben Freedman

No budget – run year to year with help from 
industry sponsors to hold meetings

PHRI – C-SPIN – Jeff Healey for secretariat
Kimberley Begley, Heather Beresh, AndreaThornton


